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The Milovan DJilas affair is symptomatlc of the changing mood incthe
Furovean Leftist clrcles in favor of Moscow. The official Yugoslav
broadeasts only brush the surface of this conflict. Djilast criticism
of the bad manners of his Party comrades and of thelr attitude towards
non Party women are quite unimportant incldents used to cover up the
real issues. The demotilon of DJilas 1s a consequence of the growing
strength of a more orthodox school of thought among the Yugoslav
Communlsts, who are returnlng ncw In some respects te tenets which,
after their 1948 desertian from the Kremlin, they had belleved to be
antliquated,. Conbrary to some newspaper reports, this does not indicate
however, o desire to rejoin the Cominform organization. The major
points in the conflict are the following:

1. Milovan Djilas 1s the leader of a group of younger Communists who were
sent abroad by thelr government, and while living in Western countries,
were able to compare the Western standards of 1iving with those in their
own country, &s well as ir the USSR and in Esstern:Europe during the period
of 1945 to 1948, This group was inclined to interpret the break between
the Belgrade Commnists and Moscow as the beginning of a general break-
down of the Soviet ommunist Party State, elther in the process of
violent internal convulsions or as the result of a war between the Western
and the Soviet .amps., In the view of this group, Communism, and not
only Stalinist Communism, had come to the end of its historical road
after its victory over the Nazis, and a general transformation of all
the Communist ztates along Yestern demoeratic lines appeared te them
therefore cn the order of the day. DJjilas, in particular, was the
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proponent of 2 ftheory which held Soviet Communism to be identlcal with
sbate capitalism, 2 thesls abundantly discussed in Trotskyite circles

for more than twenty years. This thesis leads easily to identifying

the Scviet system with the capitalist economy, showing a balance in favor
of capltalist economy which produced more materlal goods and better forms of
democratic organization than ‘the 5tate capltalistic Soviet economy. From
this theoretlcal starting point, the one-party system in Yugoslavia
appeared as outmoded. The conclusion was that it has to be supplanted by
a malti-party system to be gradually introduced by permitting other
Socialist parties also to organize thelr machines and to participate as
separate units In elections and in the administration.

The inftroduction of a multi-party system, even Af extended only to Soclalist
organizations at the beginning, would have to end in the readmission of
non-Socialist, "bourgeois” parties also especilally those working along
nationalist lines in multl-natlional Yugoslavia. The Djilas group, however,
is confident that the majority of the Yagoslavs would vote in one form

or another for the Communist Party or other Soclalist parties, and that

it would be possible to keep the present government in power even while
granting more rights to its opponents. DJilas worked out his ideas over

9 long perlod, hesitantly moving from one phage of his theory to another
under the impact of the unrest Inslde Yugoslavia and the discontent of
seyer=1 party groups with the privileges which the Partisan generation

was  gnJuying thdoughhotiing of Seybboltt¥eal and’elohofls® pddty under the
undisputed authority of Marshal Tito.

The fact that Tito is one of the last Communist rulers to combine military,
politieal, and Party command in one person, gives Yugoslavia a highly
centrallized form of government, despite the easing of controls.in theg

local apparatuses. Titots autocratic rule comes into constant conflict

not only with the vocabularly of democracy but also with the concept of
decentralization loudly voiced in the Yugoslav Party language during the
past few years. It also creates constant difficulties for the bureaucracy
which has to interpret correctly and caryy out effieiently this curious
type of ‘decentralization".’dfﬁis has led” .- to a state of affalrs where,
despi%e”%he improvement in 1iving standardsiand in the general intellectual
atmosphere of the country) there- is~stagnation in - important sectors of

the sconomy. " The introduction Sf the highly complicated Workerst Councils
in the ractorles is leading in many 4nstmhees to both administrative
confusion and increased discontent among ‘the workers. Surplus goods are
being divided among the workers -of ‘the factories” ‘but this is beilng dohe

to the detriment of investment and industrial expenaion and the elected
directors of- the plants do not dare to defend the general interest against
the workers claims with sufficient energy. The situation in the countryside
has more or less reverted to that existing prior to the abortive

sollectivizatlon of the early posi-World.War, K IT years; but.this state.of affairs

has also led to discontent in thy Pariy cagregsinrtheuriiia geg, randn . pasoy
permanent difficulties between the countryside and ‘the cities.
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Agpointmentsvand pﬁomdtichs'of'tha'Pﬂrty 6réénizéﬁsfaréumade'almosqj”
exclusively from the point of view of loyalty“to Tito and;nbtjsuffiaient;y
frop the point of view of ‘efficiency. The“DJilﬁs'group“has:therefbrw?j”* .
Spohgoréd>i§$,muiti-paﬁty dempcnacy‘iq“pheyhbpe'df‘bréaking'.up this ring &nd
opening the doors '$6 new people, Although Djilas"is idsecure about what ™
ecohomic polieies such & neﬁﬂﬁfﬁgp.ﬁohld‘adOpt.i o

B R L R S

eftaln personal'elements in the conflict which cannot be
altogether disregarded, because DJilas more or léss considers himself
as Marshal Titots suecessor, a élaim of Some 'importance in view of Titots
ather sheky health. 'The strong rejectlion which the Djilas group met with-
on the part of Pito dnd the Party organization can be interpreted, however;
not ‘only as “selr-defense of the politieal group in power,” but as”tfig 9
éxpression of a basicaily differentinterpretation of the predent“e¥diution
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The views of the Titolsts may be sunméd' up ae followsy - =
8. In’domestic affairs the Titolsts are not inclined to' relax the ‘
. existing econople controls in favor of a 'free enterprise economy , : “They
. are proud of thelr original collective economic organization (eompetition
vjbepw?éﬁﬂggvéfﬂﬁenh pngwléogily-owneﬁ'anérprises;“Warkérsl*~~~~'~"‘,
= ﬁbﬁﬂ¢£1$;'éﬁﬁb&tiﬁibﬁ*&ﬁdh% bEé§éﬁtﬁﬁ*%bbﬁ€¥§tlvaﬁfﬂétdT%%“%nﬁ“ﬁ&iisvi
that they have found .new forms' of competition which are stimulating
productlon and influeneing parallel developments in east Europe and
' Perhaps even the: reforms which are being carried out under Malenkov:
and. Khrushel®v'! Where Djilss dnd"Nis friends mostly see failure,
* Ancompétence, and inefficlency, the Titolsts are incliined to blame
these shortcomings on the transiticnal churacter of their measures;
Djllast criticism of domestie matters therefore appears as an‘un-"-
. bardonable sin, the misunderstanding of the various phases through .
- vwhich the Yugoslav Communist economy must pass. ~After the Djilas "
_ingident, the vdcabulary_-qr‘&hé Party may become more democratic'
‘anc .anticentralistie than' befére, bat+¥conomic policy will move dh'r
the airection of tightened controls- for féar of a growing DJjilas=typé**
Opp@sition!' co i ) CENNNA "- e \h - ' s . ‘- o )

ot
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b. Foreign policy: fThe basle difference between Tito and Djllas however,
lles in the area of foreign poliey. An‘old ¢iscussion among’ thé various
anti-Stalinist oppositions is being now rehashed in modern ‘forms
{without the Titolsts being aware of repeating varilations of an 0ld:
theme). The subject under debate 1s whether the Moscow dictatorship: -
can be transformed gradually by a serles of “internal reforms, or has’
to be destroyed by an insurrection. - Anti- Soviet, feelings in
Yugoslavie are s$111 stronff ButHarefisvershe uss off ‘it Yedtine /e
The Belgrade Government fewls Mo tHat L' néed ot Tetd i Satellite
‘attack inspired by the Kremlin; 1t considers the Yugoslav state
sufficiently stable to be rated as a permanent factor by the Mosoow
Government., Malenkovts gestures toward better diplomatic relations
with the Yugoslav Government are viewed as tantamount to the Kremlints
recognition of Yugoslavia as an independent state., Tito certainly does
not want to sacrifice the possibility of maneuvering between the East
and the West, and to go back to Moscow as a Satellite.. But an
improvement in the Moscow-Belgrade relations is nevertheless considered
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by him zs highly desirable, The Titoists certainly belong to that
. school of anti-Stalinist oppesitionists who. would consider @an. -
" insurrectionist movement sgainst. the Kremlin as:most undesirable..s..
-, because the overthrow of the Communist regime in the. Kremlin would
~lead to, the destrustion of the Communist. movements in Eurepe, and ¢
engulf. the present Yugoslav, regime:as well.. Thus,.desplte the differences
between Moscow gnd Belgrade:on matters .of. domestlc Communist poliey,
the existence of & Communist Government in the Kremlin is consldered as
. _.mecessary:for the maintenance of the Tite regime. & SRS

For this reason, the Tito school favors the. theory.that the black feafures
of the Stalin regime can.be abolished: step by step through a number.of. -
internal rsferma.. Fmrthﬁrmon%ﬁf,6@pTitbungernmentuis,1mpressedibya$heﬁuﬂ:
stesdy growth. of the world Comminibt.movement. When.the Yugosdav-@ommnists
broke sway in 1948, they were not too.well-informed.about the - Commuad &t iy
movements outside east Eurcpe, and were inclined to consider Communism in
Furope on the decline. Sincec then,;the victory of the Chinese Communists
nss desply. impressed Shem, and, like most of. thelr:comrades in other
countries, they see a distinct difference betwaen the Mao and the Stalin
regimes, . ¥o keep themselves Somewhers batweeh the Moscow and Pelping
Governments is therefors the. course which.the Titolsts are.not likely to.
gbundon, baeauge only 1o that .middle position.can they hopae -to rearrange ..

fhelr amnirelebino e the Asdan Communlst. Partiess. , DJdlash proposals,

in thedr opipion, weuld - oit-bhan.sff-def inltely fium: theiexpanding: Commnist

e , L

The Tdto Communists tend o view the Sosddl Democratic Partles as A
organizations. of -the past, and do nof think' thet:.they have much chence to
improve their interndtlonsl situation by ¢tlosep.contacts with these. ...
Soclalist groups. The British Labor Perty especially the Bevanlte Left-
wing, belongs however ld another category ss.far.as Yugoslavie is soncerned;
but it is highly improbable that.zny ¢loser welationship. should exist: &
betweer DJilas,.(as has been reported,) because.Bevanis .and Titofs B
genetal evalustion. of the present trend’ih" the Socialist. movements is much

mors alikednti-centrallsiie

+

A parallsl-development has taken place among the Trotskyltes,
{the Fourth Internaticnal,} and slthough this organizatlon has no political
Amportansey the discussion among 1te branches .bears. certaln. resemblances to the
divergencies betwesn DJilas and Tito. Since-last. fall,. a. debabe has beeno .
raging between 2 group of French Trotskyit&s‘calmed-"gge‘Pabloites“‘and

the Emerisan Trotskyite organizaticn under James Cannone Pablo, the ‘leader

of the Pabloites and secretary of the so-called Fourth Internatioral, . .

is & Greek Communist.vho has lived foer.many. years in.Raris. .He ‘has -opganized

5 faction advocating. the conditional return .6f the.Trotskyltes to the
Commanist Parties of western Wupopwl uRls peliches:have bébn summddaun o

by himself ‘as..followst SABANGE thete LU noed agh Taarm oo L
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ER 'dtﬁ;i'i\‘ *s a dofl vhige of Communilsw which has been
nnarlng ..... end since the middlo foruras; ‘

Cb. The Soviet Communist buresueracy, under pressure of the Russian
< working olsss, wi L) vurge itsell of 1ts’ Stalinist heritdge -
© U Ehrougn e number of iMternsl convulisions. The Pabloltes? practical
policy corresponds to this interpretation, while the Cannonites,
oh the conbrary, are of&ckjh“ to What they consider a basic
‘Trotskviuc tenet né that the Stalinlst regime cannot be.
modified by internel reforms, but must be overthrown by 'an . -.u;aus
Coo . insurrectionist movement iollowlng more” or less the east Berlirlpat-
o tern of 17 Jun 53, The "correct theoretical ‘evaluation of the,.
Mao regime" plays as grﬁa 2 role 1n this feud ay in thav between
Tito and D*ilab.

-

It 1s charactur stie that the majority of Lhe ‘“merican Trotskyite Communists

are sticking Lo the doctring of insurrection in the Sovieb Union, while a
conslderdble portion of the French Trotskyites and 6f thelr British counter-
pwr s have ae

nted Pavlolsm. This has led to s split in ol the related
Vo Therdi 3 L6 e small gﬁouy* hag however
Vho ooc*alist Par *eo. S

Trotskylte

o
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